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formal or official standard, though they consider that
this is a point which well deserves future consideration.
The following are the specifications for binding in-
cluded in the report of the first Sub-Committee:

Specification I, for Binding Heavy or Valuable Books

Sheets and Plates. All sheets broken at the back to be
made sound with guards. Any single leaves or plates to
be guarded round adjoining sections. Folded plates
to be guarded with linen at folds. No pasting-on to be
allowed.

End-papers. End-papners not to be pasted on or over-
cast, but to be made with stout linen joint and sewn on
as a section. Some system of folding or zigzagging which
allows a little play without danger of breaking away is
advocated. End-papers to be made of good paper.

Sewing. Sewing to be flexible, round the bands and
all along the sections. Thread to be unbleached linen,
and bands to be of stout hempen cord and at least five
in number.

Boards. To be of best black millboard. The edge of
the millboard in the joint to be slightly rounded.

Lacing-in Slips. AU five slips to be laced into each
board and not reduced unduly. It would be better to
sink places in the board to receive the slips than to
weaken them by injudicious fraying out.

Cutting Edges. This will depend on the librarian's
orders.

Headbands. Headbands to be worked on stout cord,
vellum, or catgut, with very frequent tie-downs, and to
be firmly set with stout brown paper, linen, or leather.

Lining up. If it is necessary to line up the back it is
best done with leather or linen, leather for preference.

Covering. Leather not to be unduly pared down and
not made very wet before covering. Care to be taken